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Shrubs for use in the rain garden 

Viburnum dentatum  
Arrowwood 

Planted as 2 Gal. 
 

Branching shrub to 10 feet, arching branches 
forming an overall rounded crown. Can be 

pruned to keep height below 6 feet. 

Ilex verticilatta 
Winterberry 

Planted as 2 Gal.  
   

Winterberry is an erect moderate sized 
shrub, growing to heights of 5 to 10 feet tall.  

Can be pruned. 



Shrubs for use in the rain garden 

Hamamelis virginiana 
Witch Hazel 

Planted as 3 – 4 ft. high   
Reaches 8- 10 feet 

The witch hazel has dark green foliage 
from May through December.  Yellow 
flower blooms between mid October 

and mid November.  February through 
early March is a good time to see many 
in bloom. Blooming has finished by mid- 

to late April.  

Lindera benzoin (L.) Blume  
Northern spicebush  

Planted as 2 Gal.  
Reaches 6+  feet 

Easily grown in average, medium, well-
drained soils in full sun to part shade. 

Fall color is best in sunny areas. 



Wildflowers  for use in the rain garden 

Lobelia siphilitica   
Great Blue Lobelia 
Planted as 1 quart 

 
Relative of Cardinal 

Flower is easy to grow, 
with self-sowing blue 

spike blooms prolifically 
in late summer in moist 

soils and in full sun. 

Eupatorium purpureum 
Joe Pye Weed 

Planted as 1 quart 
   

At home in wetlands in 
the wild, spotted Joe-
Pye weeds are a good 
choice in rain gardens 

and they attract 
butterflies. 

Chelone glabra  
White Turtlehead 

Planted as 1 quart 
 

Turtlehead is a stiffly erect, 
clump-forming, leafy-

stemmed, perennial which 
typically grows 2-3' tall 
white flowers from late 
summer into autumn. 
Flowers purportedly 

resemble turtle heads 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Joe_Pye_5426.JPG


Ferns  for use in the rain garden 

Osmunda cinnamonea     
Cinnamon Fern 

Planted as 1 quart 
Typically grows in clumps to 2-3' tall. A 

Cinnamon Fern has two types of fronds: the big 
green ones, and smaller ones which start out 
bright green and then turn a cinnamon color. 

 

Athyrium angustum 'Lady in Red'   
‘Lady in Red' northern lady fern 

Planted as 1 quart 
Strong-growing and dependable, features red 
stems. New fronds appears in the spring, with 

new leaves appearing throughout the season for a 
continuously fresh look. 
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